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A SERMON, &. 


' ISAIARE V. 4. 


What could have been done more to my Vineyard, that I 
have not done in it? Wherefore, when I looked: that 
it ſhould bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild 
„ 2 


1. | highly illuminated and divinely inſpired 
1 author of this book, who has obtained the 
name of the evangelical Prophet, b=cauſe he was 
commiſſioned to announce to mankind, in a clearer 
and. fuller manner than any of the other ancient 
Prophets, the coming of the Methah and the 
bleſſings of his kingdom, was alſo raiſed up and 
endowed with the Spirit of Prophecy for another 
and much leſs pleaſing purpoſe. He was ſent to 
/hew Gap's ancient people their tranſgreſſions, and the 
houfe of Facob their , and to warn them of the 
tremendous judgments that hung over their Beads, 
and were jut ready to fall 9 7 t iem. This taſk, 
painful as it was, he as faithfully executed, as the 
more agreeable commiſſion of publiſhing merey ay 
ſalvation through a Redeemer. And as he ſpare 
no pains, ſo he left no means untried to do it effec- 
tually. He inſtructed, he reproved, he exhorted, he 
commanded, he proclaimed promiſes, and denounced 
threatenings, in the name of the Lord. Often he 
ſpoke in plain terms, ſometimes in figurative lan- 
guage. ., Often he addreſſed. them in proſe, ſome- 
times, as here, in poetry. It is true the Prophecy, 
in whatever way ſome parts of it might be deli- 
vered to the people, was eyidently written and has 
been handed down to us in Hebrew verſe. But 
here we have a kind of abſtract of the whole of it, 
as far as it concerns the e of GoD towards 
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the Jewiſh church and nation, in a ſhort Poem, 
inſcribed to the Prophet's WELL-BELOVED, that 
is, to the Mgss1AH, the ancient King of Iſrael. 
«« Gop the Father, (ſays a well-known Commen- 
tator) dictates this Poem to the honour of Chriſt, 
his well-beloved Son, whom he hath conſtituted 
Lord of the Vineyard. The Prophet ſings it to 
the honour of Chriſt too, for he is his well-beloved, 
the Old Teſtament Prophets being friends of the 
Bridegroom. - PIT ISR, OS 5 

2. There is a near reſemblance between this 
Song and that of Moſes, of which this may be 
conſidered as an expoſition. For, what Moſes, in 
his ſong, foretold reſpecting the degeneracy and 
puniſhment of the poſterity of Jacob, Ifaiah, in 
this, repreſents as being now upon the point of 
being fulfilled. And as Moſes wrote his predic- 
tions in verſe that they might be more affecting to, 
as well as more eaſily learned and more exactly re- 
membered by the Iſraelites, who were commanded 
to commit them to memory, and teach them to 
their children (Deut. xxxi. 19, 22, and the xxxii. 
46,) ſo, for ſimilar reaſons does the Prophet deliver 
in verſe, this declaration of the accompliſhment of 
theſe predictions, as alſo in order that all nations 
and ages might be duly impreſſed with an awful 
ſenſe of the wiſdom and power and juſtice of that 
Gop, to whoſe all-ſceing eye all events, from the 
beginning of the world to the conſummation of all things, 
are manifeſt, and under whoſe direction they all 
are, I would only remark further here, that as 
this allegorical and mournful Poem was to receive 
a ſecond and more perfect fulfilment, ſoon after 
the crucifixion of the Son of Gop, ſo Chriſt ma- 
nifeſtly referred to it in his Parable of the Vineyard, 
(Matt. xxi. 33) and, as Jerom has obſerved, did 
in effect, ſing it, when he beheld the city, and wept 
over it, ſaying, If thou hadſt known, even thou, at 
teaft in this 45 do the things which belong ta thy 
peace ! but now they are bid 


from thine eyes ! For 
the 


E 
the days ſball c:me upon thee, that thine enemies ſhall 


caſt a trench about thee, and compaſs thee round, and 
keep thee in on every ſide, and ſhall lay thee even with 


the ground, and thy children within thee ; and the 


ſpall not leave in thee ene ſtone upon another: becauſe 
thou knewweſt not the time of thy viſitation.” 

3. But let us attend to the obvious ſenſe and 
primary application of this divine ſong. Verſe 1, 
Now will I Jing, that is, I will put into verſe, and 
record, as Moſes did his ſong, to my well-beloved, to 
the Lord of the Vineyard, whom I love, and for 
whoſe. honour I am much concerned, a ſeng of my 
beloved, not diftated by my fancy or reſentment, 


but inſpired by his Spirit, touching his Vineyard. 


This Vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts, as we learn, 
verſe 7, was the Houſe 4 Ifrael ; viz. the Jewiſn 
Church and Nation. Gop had called them from 
Ur, of the Chaldees, an idolatrous country, and 
had redeemed them from Egyptian bondage, and 
fet them apart for himſelf, as a peculiar people, 
zuſt as a man purchaſes, or reſcues from the barren 
wilderneſs, ground for a Vineyard. He had ſepa- 
rated them from other nations by an hedge of pe- 
culiar Laws and. Inſtitutions ; ſo that the people 
diuelt alone, and was not reckoned among the natuwns, 
(Num. xxiii. 9.) He had acknowl „ loved, 
and particularly regarded them as his. Or, in the 
beautiful and expreffive language of Moſes, when 
he divided the nations their inheritance, when he 

rated the Sons of Adam, he ſet bounds 0 the people ac- 
cording to the number of the children of Iſrael. Him, 
2 be found in a deſart land, in the waſte and 
owling wilderneſs. He led him about, he inſtructed 
bim; 3 kept him as the apple-of bis eye. As an Eagle 
Airreth up her neſt, fluttereth cver her young, ſfwreadeth 
abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her 
wings; fo the Lord alone did lead bim and there was 

no ſtrange god with him. | 
4. The Prophet proceeds, My beloved hath a 
Vineyard in a very fruitful hill; or, as it is literally, 
A 3 according 
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according to the Hebrew, In an horn, the fon of oil. 
He manifeſtly alludes to the hilly nature of Judea, 
the abundance of oil and other products of it, and 
the numerous herds of horned cattle, and flocks of 
ſheep and goats which grazed on its mountains and 
in its valleys. This alſo is well deſcribed in Moſes's 
fublime and poetical language. He made him ride 
en the high 2 of the earth, that he might cat the 
mcreaſe of the fields ;. and he made him ſuck boney out f 
the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock : butter of kine, 
and milk of ſheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the 
breed of Baſhan, and goats, with the fat of kidneys 
of wheat, and thou didft drink the pure blood of the 
grape : The fountain of Jacob was upen a land of corn 
and wine, alſo his heavens did drop down dew. Al- 
tho' the land was naturally barren, yet while the 
Lord gave it the former and latter rain regularly, 
and bleſſed it, it was very fruitful. But the mean- 
ing is, that, thro” their ſituation and the goodneſs of 
Gop to them, they had every advantage for bearing 
fruit to his glory. He fenced it. They were un- 
der his-peculiar. protection. He rode, as Moſes ex- 
Preſſes it, (Deut. xxxiii. 26) i the heavens in 
Weir help, and in bis: excellency on the ſky. The eternal 
Gop was their refuge, and underneath were the ever- 
Affing arms ; ſo that Hrael dwelt in ſafety, altho* 
alone, being [aued of the Lord; who was the ſhield of 
Sts. help, end the ſivord of his excellency. What was 
foretald of one tribe was applicable to them all, 
while were . obedient, Ihe beloved of the Lord 
Guvelt in ſafety by hint + Jehovah covered him all day 
long, and he diuelt between his ſhoulders (Deut. xxxiii. 
12.) And he gathered out the ſtones thereof, removed 
the grand hindrances of fruitfulneſs, viz. ignorance 
and error,. idolatry. and ſuperſtition, with the fo. 

eiety of other nations, with whom they were 
forbid. to intermarry,. or hold communion; leſt 
theſe things ſhould be introduced again among: 
m. . it with the choiceft Vine, his Law, 
or revealed Mil, the truths, precepts and promiſes of 
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which, being grafted in their hearts, 'would have 
made them fruitful to his praiſe, He built a Tower 
in the midſt of it, In Vineyards Towers were often 
built for ornament and for defence againſt violence, 
for the accommodation of the V ine-drefſers, and 
for places of reſidence for the Lord of the Vine- 
yard. This ſeems to be mentioned with an allu- 
ſion to the Temple, where Gop dwelt amon 
them, where the Prieſts, Prophets and People aſ- 
ſembled, and where they enjoyed the means of 
edification, comfort and ſafety, and which was a 
peculiar ornament to the Country. And he digged 
a Wine-preſs therein, This is probably to be un- 
derſtood of the Altar, to which the &.crifices, as 
fruits of the Vineyard, were brought. | 
5. The Prophet having thus, in the name of 
Jehovah, enumerated the bleſſings he had conferred 
upon his Vineyard, proceeds next to ſpeak of the 
returns the Vineyard had made. And now, O in- 
habitants of Jeruſalem and men of Judah, judge 1 
pray you, for being inlightened by my oracles of 
eternal truth you are beſt able to judge, betwrxt me 
and my Vineyard. What could have been dune more to 
my Vineyard that I have not done in it? As nothing 
more could be done to a Vineyard, to render it 
fruitful, than the things above mentioned; fo no- 
thing more could have been done, conſiſtently 
with the divine perfections and Gop's eternal 
counfels, to render his Ifracl wife, holy and happy, 
than had been done. I bereforr, when I looked that 
it ſhould bring forth grapes, not the mere leaves, ob- 
ſerve, of an external profeſſion, nor the mere h,] 
and bleſſoms of good purpoſes and good beginnings, 
but grapes, the ſolid fruits of righteouſneſs, ** vine. 
yard fruit, (ſays one) as they enjoyed vineyard pri- 
vileges; fruit in its nature ſuitable to the vie 
wherewith it was planted; and in an abuumunce, 
ſuited to the fatneſs of the foil and the labour and 
culture beſtowed upon it. Wherefore brought it 
forth wild grapes ? or, as Biſhop Lowth renders it, 
0 poiſonqus 


Ta 90 
poiſanous berries ; not only no fruit, but worſe than 
none? Their grapes, as Moſes expreſſes it a thou- 
ſand years before, (Deut. xxxii. 33) were grapes 2 | 
Gall, their Cluſters were bitter; their wine was the 
poiſan of dragons, and the cruel venom of alps. They 
brought forth hypocritical performances in religion 
counterfeit graces and virtues, which ſeem firſt 
here to be meant by wi/d grapes. Of theſe the 
Lord ſpeaks by his Prophet (chap. i. 11—15). 
To what — is the multitude of your Sacrifices 
unto me faith the Lord; —bring no more vain obla- 
tions; incenſe is an abomination unto me; the new moons 
and ſablatbs, the calling of Aſſemblies, I cannot away 
with; it is iniquity, even the ſolemn meeting: your new 
moons aud your appointed feaſts my foil hateth : they are 
a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them. M ben 
ye ſpread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes = 
you ; yea, when you make many prayers, I will not hear. 
The reafon is evident: they were not conſiſtent. 
They went thro? theſe and fuch-like external forms 
of religion, but in the mean time did not give Gop 
their hearts; nay lived in 4#»9«wn and w:/ful ſin. 
Ibis people draw near to me with their mouth (ſays he, 
Ifai. xxix. 13) and with their lips ds honour me, but 
have removed their heart far Hom me. Therefore, 
as we read (Iſai. Ixvi.) He that killed an ox, in ſa- 
crifice, was as if he flew a man, he that ſacrificed a 
lamb as if he cut off a dog's neck; he that offered an 
oblation, as if he offered fwine's blood; he that burned 
incenſe as if he bleſſed an idol. Amidſt all their forms. 
appearances of piety, they chooſe their own ways, 
and their foul delighted in their abominations. . 

6. But 2dly, by wild grapes, or poiſonous berries, 
here, we are to underſtand the fruits of corrupt 
nature, from what the Author of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews terms the root of bi 


e and Moſes. 
(Deut. xxix. 18) a root that bears gall and wormtusod, 
viz. the works of the fleſh, ſuch as the Apoſtle 
has enumerated (Gal. v. 19—21) Adultory, forni- 
cation, uncleanneſt, laſcruioufſneys, idolatry, hatred, va- 
riance, 
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riance, emulations, wrath, fe, edition, hereſies, 
ings, murders, Fader pri : * 
and ſuch like fruits, were brought forth in abun- 
dance by the Jews, as their whole hiſtory evinces. 
They were guilty of profaneneſs and immorality, 
of covetouſneſs, injuſtice, fraud, violence, oppreſ- 
ſion (verſe 7.) — They joined houſe to houſe. and lay fiela 
to field; they loved gifts and followed after rewards : 
they j "wil not the fatherleſs, neither did the cauſe 
of the widow come unto them, They juſtified the wickea 
for reward, and took away the righteguſneſs of the 
righteous from him. Their hands were defiled with 
blood and their fingers with iniguity their lips ſboke 
lies, and their tongues muttered perver eneſs. None, 
comparatively, called for juſtice, nor did any plead for 
truth; they truſted in vanity, conceived. miſchief, and 
brought forth iniquity. They hatched cockatrice eggs, 
and weaved the ſpider's web. Their feet ran to evil, 
and they made haſte to ſhed innocent blood Their 
thoughts were thoughts of iniquity, waſting and deſtruc- 
tion were in their paths: There was no judgment 
in their goings. They made them crooked paths, and 
whoſoever went therein knew no peace. (Iſai. i. 23, and 
v. 23, and lix. 3—8. In the mean time, they Yy 7 
early in the morning, that they might follow ſtrong drink, 
and continued until night, till wine inflamed them : Yea, 
they were mighty to drink wine, and men of ſtrength to 
mingle ſtrong drink ; and the harp and the viol, and 
the tabret and pipe, and wine were in their feaſts : but 
they regarded not the work of the Lord, neither conſi- 
dered the operation of his hands, (Iſai. v. 11, 22) 
They lay on beds of ivory, and ſtretched themſelves on 
their couches, and eat the lambs c, the flack, and calves 
out of the mid/t of the flall, drank wine in bowls, and 
anointed themſelues with the chief ointments, chaunted 
to the found of the viel, and invented to themſelves in- 
ftruments of muſict of all kinds, oppreſſed the poor, 
cruſhed the needy, and ſaid to their maſters, Bring, and 
Jet us drint, (Amos vi. 4. and iv. 1) 5 1 ; 

LC 


1 
And as they exceeded all bounds of reaſon 

* religion in the gratiſication of their appetites, 
in theſe reſpects, ſo alſo in every other. Like their 
neigkbours, the poſterity of the ten tribes, that had 
revoited under Jeroboam, not only in ſwearing aud 
lying, and killing, and flealing, but alſo in committing 
Adultery, they brake cut, and blood totic bad blood (Hof, 
Iv. , 2.) According to the teſtimony of _ 
miah (chap, v. 7) Being fed to the fail, they a 
bled themſelves by treeps in the harlots* houfes, an — 
mitted adultery. V ea, they were as fed horſes in the 
morning every one neighed after his neighbour's wife, 
And the corruption of manners was ſo general even 
in Jeruſalem, which had been termed the Holy City, 
that the ſame Prophet (chap. v. 1) exhorts to = 
to and fro thro the ftreets, and ſee and knmnw, and 
in the broad places thereof, if a man could be 1 
there were any that exzruted judgment, that fou 
truth, and the Lord would pardon it. If it en gh he 
what the Prephets and Prieſts were doing, that they 
did not. remonitrate agamſt and reprove ſuch ge- 
neral and aggravated wickedneſs; I anſwer, in the 
language of Iſaiah (chap. Ivi. 10) His watchmen 
were blind they were all ignorant e they tbere all dumb 
degs that could not bart;  fleeping, lying down, loving 

to lumber. Tea, they were greedy dig that conld urver 
have envitgh, and they were ſhepherds that could not un. 
der/tand-: they locked to their own way, every. one for 
bis gain. from his quarter. Came ye, fad they, I will 
fetch wine, and we will fill ourſelues with ffrong arink ; 
and: to-morraw ſhall be as this day, and much more 
abundant. To fam up the whole in Jeremiah's 
words (chap. v. 31) Ihe Prophets, in general, pro. 
Phaſieu falſely, and the Priefts bore rule by their means : 
and the people, who withed: to be flattered in their 
fans, and to have peace preached to them even 
when there was no peace, lebte have it ſo. 
8. In conſequence of all this, their deſtruction 
at aſs, even the evi day which they did not. 


WE I 
40 think of, became inevitable, as 'was here FEVER 
by the Prophet, and had been predicted by Moſes 
at leaſt a thouſand years before. Becauſe. Feſhurmn 
waxed fat and kicked ;—becauſe he forſook od who 
made him, and lightly efteemed the rock of his ſalvation, 
provoking him to 21 by flrange gods, and by abomi- 
nations newly come up ;—becauſe of the rock that begat 
him he was umnindful, and forgot the God that formed 
bim; therefore, the Lord hid his fuce from them; 
moded them to jealmſy by thoſe that were not a people, 
and provhed them to anger by a Fooliſh, an unen- 
lightened, an atheiſtical or an idolatrous, nation. 
He heaped miſchiefs upon them, and ſpent his arrows 
uppen them. He burned them with hunger, and de- 
* 2d them with bitter aeftruttion. 1 be feword with- 
out, and terror within, deſtroyed both the young man and 
the virgin, OY alſo, with the mam of grey hairs. 
He ſcattered them into corners, and would have made 
the remembrance of them ceaſe from among men; 
had it not been for his gracious promiſes to Abra- 
ham and his feed (Deut. xxxii. 26.) Or, in the lan: 
Vier of Iſaiah here, He took away the hedge of his 
ineyard, and it was eaten up. They were no 
longer diſtinguiſhed as a peculiar people, but were 
rejected, and became common. They mingled 
themſelves with other nations, and therefore they 
were ſcattered among them, and other nations 
ſpoiled and preyed upon them. He broke deum the 
Ka” thereof, p64 it was trodden dqwn, They were 
no longer protected, but left expoſed. 'Gop re- 
moved all their defences from them, and they be- 
came an eaſy prey to their enemies, who had lon 
waited for an opportunity to do them a miſchi 
and new trod them down, and trampled upon 
them. He hid it waffe, fo that it: no longer re- 
tained the face of a Vineyard, their civil and reli 
ity .being deſtroyed, and, as y Micrh had 
erwalem \tfelf, tke ſeat e prughe 
al es of, their We pong ae e 
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es a field, (Mic. iii. 12.) It was no longer pruned or 
digged. he Servants of Gop were removed, and 
no more pains were taken to render the Vineyard 
fruitful, which it is well known has been the caſe 
with it now upwards of 1700 years, ſo that nothing 
but thorns and briars are to be found where fruits 
of righteouſneſs and flowers of grace once flou. 
riſhed. Nay, in juſt judge, commanded the 
clouds to rain no rain upon it. He denied them his 
pace and the influences of his Spirit, becauſe they 

ad ſo long received them in vain. They had for 
ages been guilty of the /in of barrenneſs, and there- 
fore, for ages, they have been curſed with the curſe 
of barrenneſs. This was ſet forth by our Lord 
emblematically, in the action of his curſing the 
barren fig-tree, (related Mark xi. 12) and of this 
they were warned in the parable of the fig-tree (re- 
corded Luke xiii. 6.) Thoſe that are at all ac- 
quainted with the hibory of the Jews know that 
all this has been fully acompliſhed, fr/ in the de- 
population of Judea, and in the deſtruction of Je- 
ruſalem by the Chaldeans, and a ſecond time in their 
laft maſt terrible deſtruction by the Romans. 


But what have we to do with all this 2:8 ow 
does it concern us ? 


1. Can we, with any propriety, be termed "AY | 
Vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts 3 ? And has the - 
Lord done any thing for us, as his Vineyard. 


2, When he looked that we ſhould bring forth 
grapes, have we brought forth wild grapes ? 


3. Have we reaſon, therefore, to apprehend any 
ſuch conſequences as thoſe that befell the Jews ? 
And if ſo, can theſe conſequences be prevented? 


To anfwer theſe queſtions ſhall be _ ſubject of 
the'remaining part & this diſeourſe. 


And Iſt, Can we, vith any propel „ be termed 
the Vineyard of the Lord of 15 ind the Lord 
done any thing for us as his Vineyard © 


— 


CW 

1. In anſwer to this, I obſerve, that if the horſe 
of Hrael, or the Jewiſb Nation, was properly termed 
Gop's Vineyard, for the reaſons above mentioned, 
we, for ſimilar reaſons, may very properly be termed 
his Vineyard, We have been ſeparated from hea- 
then and idolatrous nations, and taken within the 
pale of God's viſible Church; we have, in general, 
been dedicated to Gop in the ceremony of baptiſm, 
and had the name of Chri/# named upon us; and 
we have been acknowledged as his, in many ways, 
which cannot now be mentioned, have had many 
tokens of his preſence with us, and, in many re- 
ſpects, have been peculiarly loved and regarded. 
Theſe particulars are either ſo maniſeſt that they 
need neither proof nor elucidation, or they will re- 
ceive all they need in our further proſecution of 
the ſubject. I therefore go on to obſerve, that | 

2. We are a Vineyard in a very fruitful foil. 
And here I might ſpeak of the temperateneſs of 
our climate, the 3 of our ſoil, our advantages 
for excelling in all kinds of Manufactures, as well 
as in Arts and Sciences and every branch of Litera- 
ture, our admirable ſituation for Commerce, the 
great Trade we have had for Centuries to all 
of the earth, and eſpecially to the new Morld, the 
vaſt influx of wealth which this has occaſioned. 
and the dignity and power it has given us, not 
only among the kingdoms of Europe, but through- 
out the whole globe: —but this would lead me 
away from my principal deſign, which is to ſet 
before thoſe privileges and bleſſings of another 
kind which have been conferred upon us. I pro- 
ceed therefore with the Parable, and ſay LS 
23. He hath fenced us, as his Vineyard. And 
with reſpe& to this, not to mention our inſular 
ſtuatian, and what is, in a great degree, the con- 
ſequence thereof, the ſtrength of our Flzets, which, 
under Gop, have, from time to time, been great 
inſtruments of defence to our nation; certainly our 
peculiarly mild. and —_ form of Government 
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Has repeatedly proved a mean of protection to us. 
And here it will occur to the remembrance of thoſe 
who are acquainted with the hiſtory of their Coun- 
try, how ſometimes one branch of the Legiſlature 
has ſaved us, and ſometimes another, ſo that no 
branch ſeems to have been given in vain. Not 
only have we often been indebted, under Gop, for, 
our preſervation, as a free, and independent people, 
to the Houſe of Commons, but even to the Houſe 
of Lords, nay and to the power of the Crown. 
Every part of the Conſtitution has had its ſhare 
in the defence of our perſons and properties, lives 
and liberties, and we have evident reaſon to be 
thankful to Gop. for every part, as well as for 
thoſe very wholeſome Laws which are as an hedge 
around us. Add to this, that Gop, in the courſe 
of his adorable providence, has, at ſundry times 
and in divers manners, fo evidently. interpoſed for 
our deliverance and protection, that even the whole 
nation has acknowledged it, and ſtated and anni- 
verſary days of general thankſgiving. have been 
appointed and kept for many years, in commemo- 
ration of theſe his gracious interpoſitions in our 
favour, as well as many occaſional ſeaſons of public 
ſolemnity inſtituted from time to time for the ſame 
purpoſe, The deſtruction of the famous Spaniſh 
Armada, termed Invincible, the. timely diſcovery of 
the Gun-powder-Plet, the ſeaſonable landing of King 
William, the cruſhing of the Rebellion in 1715 and 
1745, to ſay nothing of many later interferences of 
Jehovah for our defence or deliverance, are known 
to every one. f 4 20 | 

4. He gathered out. the ſtones thereof, This par- 
ticular alſo is very applicable to us. For ſure} 
ſtones are not greater hindrances to the fruitfulneſs 
of a field or vineyard, than ſuch idolatry, ſuperſtition, 
and ignorance, as had been ſpread over our Coun- 
try, during the dark ages of Popery, were to 207 
ahm and piety, holineſs and happineſs, and all the 
other fruits of righteouſneſs, Now from all theſe 


we 
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we were, in a great degree, delivered by the light 
of Truth, which, it is well known, dawned upon 
us, by means of Wickliffe, that harbinger and 
morning ſtar of the Reformation,” as one calls 
him, among the very firſt Countries of Europe. 
Nor have we, as a nation, again experienced a 
return of theſe calamities. | 

5. He has planted his Vineyard alſo with the 
choice/t Vine. Shall I ſay with the tree of liberty? 
I may ſay fo, and with a tree much preferable to 
that which the French are planting on the Con- 
tinent. My brethren, in this we are before-hand 
with theſe Infidels. They are only planting the 
tree, ſuch as it is, whereas it has grown and flou- 
riſhed, yea, and borne fruit here, for fix hundred 
years. Ever ſince the Magna Charta, or the great 
Charter of Privileges, was obtained, about the year 
1216 ; nay, ever fince the trial by Jury was intro- 
duced by Alfred, or rather revived by him, about 
the year 890, we have poſſeſſed a degree of liberty, 


which few nations can boaſt, No man can be de- 


prived of his fe, liberty, or property, unleſs in the 
judgment of a Jury of his peers or equals, he has 
forfeited the bleſſing, by ſome illegal act. To uſe 
the words of a well-known writer, There neither 
is, nor ever was, any Conſtitution provided with ſo 
many fences as that of England, for the ſecurity of 
perſonal liberty.— The rights of individuals are fo 
attentively conſidered, that the Subject may, with- 
out the leaſt danger, ſue his Sovereign, or thaſe who 
act in his name and under his authority : he may 
do this in open court, where the. King may be caſt; 
and be obliged to pay damages to his Subject. 
The King, indeed, has a right to pardon, but 
neither he nor the Judges, to whom he delegates 
his authority, can condemn a man, as a Criminal, 


except he be firſt found guilty by twelve men, Who 


muſt be his peers or equals. That the Judges may 
not be influenced by the King, or his Miniſters, 


to miſrepreſent the Caſe to the Jury, they have 
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their ſalaries for B, and not during the King's 
pleaſure. Nay, if a man be charged with a capital 
offence, he muſt not undergo the ignominy of be- 
ing tried for his life, 'till the evidences of his guilt 
have been Jaid before the grand Jury of the Town 
or County, in which the fact is alledged to have 
been committed, and, at leaſt, twelve of them 
have agreed to a Bill of indictment againſt him. 
If they do this, he is to ſtand a ſecond trial before 
twelve other men, whoſe opinion is definitive. If 
he be an Alien born, according to the 28th of Ed- 
ward III. the Jury muſt be one half Aliens and the 
other half Denizens, if required; a privilege en- 
joyed by ſtrangers in no other Country in the 
world. To enable him to make his e he 
is allowed, in ſome caſes, a copy of his indictment, 
and furniſhed with a liſt of the Jury, who are his 
true and proper Judges, that he may learn their 
characters and diſcover whether they want abilities, 
or whether they are prejudiced againſt him. He 
may, in open court, peremptorily object to 20 of 
the number, (and in caſe of treaſon to 35) and to 
as many more as he can give reaſon for their not 
being admitted, as his Judges, till, at laſt twelve 
unexceptionable men, the neighbours of the party 
accuſed, or living near the place where the ſuppoſed 

was committed, are approved of, who take an 
oath to judge uprightly, according to the evidence. 
By challenging the Jury, as it is called, the priſoner 
prevents all poſfibility of bribery, or the influence 
of any ſuperior power, and by their being neigh- 
bours to the party accuſed, or living near the place 
where the fact was committed, they are ſuppoſed 
to be men who knew the priſoner's courſe of life, 
and the credit of the evidence, —And now what 
bas the French nation, with all its boaſt of liberty, 
to compare with this moſt capital privilege of tr:al 
by jury? Both in France and Holland, the greateſt 
characters, Members of the Councils, have been 
arreſted, and ſent into exile, if not ſecretly. = off, 
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without the leaſt form of trial. Judge then who 
are in poſſeſſion of the greateſt ſnare of true and 
folid liberty. And as to the ſecurity of property, 
let it be obſerved, that all Money-Bills muſt origi- 
nate in the Houſe of Commons, and that no 
Taxes can be laid upon the people, or money 
taken from them for any exigence of the ſtate, 
however great, without the conſent of their Re- 
preſentatives. | 7 
6. But I muſt remind you of another kind. of 
liberty, of which you enjoy a larger degree than 
any Country in Europe; and that is religious li- 
berty. Can you not hold and profeſs what opinzons 
you pleaſe, and worſhip Gop, when, where, and 
how you think proper? Or even not worſhip him 
at all ? Does any man dare moleft you? And 
have you not the liberty of the Preſs, in a greater 
degree than any other nation? May you not 
write, yea, 4 publiſh to the world what you 
chooſe, ſuppoſing you do not, nay, and too often 
even if you do, injure the character of another? 

7. But, valuable as liberty is, and poſſeſſed tho” 
it be in this kingdom, in as great a degree, pro- 
bably, as is conſiſtent with the well-being of civil 
Society in this difordered ſtate of man, yet this is 
not the choice Vine to which I refer. The ex- 
preſſion, as addreſſed to Ifrael, was meant to be 
underſtood of Gop's Law, or of the revelation of 
his Will, made by Moſes and the Prophets ; and 
as addreſſed to us, or to his profeſſing people in 
any country, it means his Word in general, and 
the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in particular. 
Now, you know, that with thrs choice Vine the 
Lord has planted his Vineyard. As the Haly 
Scriptures were introduced into this Country in 
the early ages of Chriſtianity, fo we have had them 
tranſlated into our own language about the ſpace 
of 400 years, and thouſands of copies of them have 
been diſperſed thro? the Nation, infomuch that very + 
few families have been without them, Add to 
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2 0 that, ſince the time of the Reformation; the 
z0ſpel, in its purity, has been preached, more or 
leſs, ia all parts of the land; and, more eſpecially 
3 the laſt fifty or ſixty years, it has been de- 
Clared ſo clearly, fo fully, ſo frequently, and ſo uni- 
ver/ally, that thoſe who remain either ignorant of 
it or diſobedient to it, are without excuſ. 
8. Further : Did he build a, Iwwer in the midſt 
of, his ancient Vineyard? Did he cauſe à Temple 
to be erected for his worſhip. and. ſervice; where he 
manifeſted his preſence, where his people aſſembled. 
where his Word was read, and his-, Qxdinances. 
were adminiſtered, and, where a proviſion, was made, 
for the accommodation and ſupport. of thoſe; that 
miniſtered in holy things ? Juſt fo, by à variety 
of Churches and Chapels, and the endowments. 
and incomes annexcd/to-them,.'/he.has made ample 
proviſion for the inſtruction of the people with us, 
for his worſhip and ſervice, and for the ſupport and 
maintenance of thoſe that are ſet apart to the ſacred 
office of preaching his bleſſed Word, and of admi- 
niſtering his holy Ordinances., 14) | .; 
a 9. He digged a Winepreſs in his Vineyard of 
old, he prepared, as has been obſerved, an Altar, 
to which Sacrifices, as fruits of the Vineyard, were 
brought, and where the expiation of ſin, and re- 
conciliation with Gap, were emblematically ſet. 
forth, for the encouragement of the: moſt guilty 
finners to turn to him, that they might find mercy. 
And: has he not given us the ſub/tance,. of which the. 
Tewith Altar was but a ſhadow ? Has he not fur- 
niſhed: the Chriſtian Church with an Altar, of which 
they haus no right to eat that ſerve the ancient; Jaber 
nacle, (Heb. xiii. 10) even the true Altar that 
ſanctifieth every gift that is offered upon it? I. 


mean the Mediation of the Son of Gop, and his 
atoning Sacrifice, offered up for us upon the Croſs * 
Surely he bas. And as this is moſt clearly and: 
fully revealed in the Holy Scriptures, ſo it has been 
diſplayed and preached in a moſt ample. * 
and 
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ind for a long period of time, to this nation, 26 
bas alſo been echibited continually, in Town and 
Country, in the ſolemn Ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper. And certainly hereby, every poſſible en- 
couragenient is given to the moſt abandoned ſin- 
mn ente their ſins, and return to G. 

10. And has not this Vineyard, as well as that 
of the Jews, been pruned and digged7 Surely the 
Servants of God, ſome in the national Church; 
and others of other denominations, have beſtowed 
immenſe labour and pains upon it. Never [ſince 
the world „perhaps, were greater efforts-uſed 
in the way preaching. and writing, doctrine and 
exhortation, to reform a nation. And certainly, 
the exerciſe Ka proper diſcipline. has: not been an 
together. wanting. It has been attended” to in 
many chriſtian Communities: and Gon has not 
with-held ſeaſonable and needful chaſtiſement, whes 
ther of a private or public nature, individuals, fa- 
milies and churches, as well as the nation, at lar 
having been repeatedly, and ſeverely, altho?, at the 
ſame time, pies amps and — ed and 
corrected. And, to crown the —— e Clouds 
have been commanded — upon this 7 —＋ 
Gon has poured out his Spirit, time after time, in 
a wonderful manner, upon many parts of our na- 
tion, eſpecially during the laſt half Century, and 
hereby has raiſed up thouſands and tens of thous 
ſands of living Witneſſes for himſelf. Theſe all 
have borne and do ſtill bear teſtimony to his truth. 
They in/truet, reprove, exhort, in word and deed, 
and, in various ways, let their light ſhane before men, 
that others, . ſc ſeeing thet good works, may imitate the 
fame, and hereby glorify their heavenly Father. What, 
then. could Gel have done for his f aca that he 
bath not done for it ? Fherefore, then, when he looked 
that it "wx: drag forth grapes, ede it forth wild 

$ 
I. Is this a fact ? Have we really brought forth 
wild r To reſolve this queſtion is our next 


point, 
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point, and, in order thereto, it will be neceſſary to 
refer again to the particulars mentioned under the 

1. Has Gop made us his Vineyard Have we 
been dedicated to him in baptiſm, and has he 
hereby ſeparated us from idolatrous and heathen 
nations, and taken us within the Pale of his viſible 
Church ? Surely then, there was reaſon to. ex- 
pect that we ſhould not think and act like the un- 
enlightened Heathen, but ſhould diſtinguiſh our. 
ſelves from them in principle and practice. Where 
there was a Vineyard it was reaſonable to look for 
the proper and peculiar fruit of a Vineyard. For 
inſtance, as we profeſſed to acknowledge and re- 
ceive Jeſus of Nazareth as the true Meſſiah, it was 
to be expected that we ſhould bring forth the fruit 
of a fincere and genuine faith in him, and in the im- 
1 truths of his everlaſting Goſpel, which he 

ſealed by his blood, and confirmed by his re- 
ſurrection from the dead. And as by his death 
and reſurrection he had laid a moſt firm foundation 
for an hope of immortality, this, alſo, might rea- 
ſonably have been looked for, together with love 
to him, who had given ſo wonderful a diſplay 
of his love to us, and had manifeſted himſelf to us 
as the perfection of beauty and ſource of goodneſs. 
And having ſhewn, in giving his Son. for our re- 
demption, how dear we all are to him, and having 
afforded us ample proof how nearly related we are 
to one another, as being all made of one blood, 
and jointly partaking of one mortal and immortal 
nature, he had reaſon to expect that we ſhould 
love one another with pure bearts fervently, and that, 
in imitation of him, who cauſes bis fun to ſhine on 
the evil and on the good, and ſends rain on the juſt and 
on the unjuſt, and by whoſe grace Chrift bas tafted 
death for every man, our hearts ſhould be ſo enlarged 
in love to all men, as to work no ill to any one, but 
as we had ability and opportunity to do good to all, 
even to the evil and unthankful, And, after hy evi- 
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dence he had given us that his Will is as good, as it 
is acceptable and perfect, and that his Law is holy, 
and his commandments holy, juſt and good, and that in 
keeping of them there is great reward, in time and in 
eternity, it was reaſonable he ſhonld look for a 
conformity to his Will, on our part : that his com- 
mandments ſhould not be grieucus unto us, but that we 
ſhould eve his Law, and that our pleaſure ſhould be 
in it all the day long, While we were never weary of . 
well doing, but fledfaſt, immoveable, and always a- 
bounding in the work of the Lord, knowing, that in 
due ſeaſon, we ſhould reap, if wwe fainted not, and that 
our labour ſhould not be in vain in the Lord, 
2. Now, have we brought forth this fruit? Alas! 
my brethren, inſtead of a ſteady and uniform obe- 
dience to Gop's commands, we have, in general, 
been guilty of the moſt open and flagrant violation 
of them, and that in inſtances which neither pro- 
duced profit nor pleaſure, as if we had been reſolved 
to fin, for the ſake of finning. May I not inſtance 
in profane ſwearing ? Is not this a vice which two 
thirds, perhaps, 1 may fay nine tenths of our na- 
tion are more or leſs guilty of day by day? And 
is either advantage or pleaſure reaped from it? In 
this point we far exceed the heathen nations. Falſe 
altho' their gods were, and either non entities or the 
workmanſhip of their tun hands, yet they treated 
them with more reſpe&t than we treat the on] 
living and true Gop. And what ſhall I fay of 
falſe-fwearing ? ls not this a point too in which 
we exceed them? As there never was a nation, 
perhaps, in which Oaths were ſo multiplied as 
among us, ſo there never was a nation, probably, 
in which they were made fo light of. But what 
an affront to the all-ſeeing Gop, the Holy One of 
Iſrael, the ſupreme Majeſty of heaven and earth, 
to call upon hun to bear witneſs to what we know 
to be a lie ! s. * | 
3. Inſtead of love ts all mankind, another fruit 
which we ought to have brought forth, reſtraining 
SLES LOSS us 
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us from injuring any child of man, and inducing 
us, as we had opportunity and ability, to do good 
toall, even to our enemies; behold, we have in- 
tentionally and wilfully done evil to thoſe that 
never offended,. nay, nor could offend us, being 
removed to an immenſe diſtance, and ſeparated 
from us by the waters of the intervening Ocean, 
which they had neither the will nor the power to 
paſs over. It will eaſily be ſuppoſed that I allude 
to that horrible traffic in human fleſh, termed the 
Slave-trade, carried on to ſo great an extent by the 
nations of Europe, that fome years ago it was 
computed that not leſs than an hundred thouſand 
perſons, men, women and children, were brought 
off the Coaſt by the European veſſels, while an 
equal number loſt their lives, annually, by the wars 
and other calamities, occaſioned by the traffic, 
either on the ſhore, without reaching the ſhip, or 
on ſhip-board before they reached the place of fale- 
It was alſo computed that more than one-half, per- 
haps = £27 <0 of the trade, was in the hands of 
the Engliſh.” (See a Sermon by the Rev. Mr. 
Newton, preached on the laſt thankſgiving-day.)— 
No one can wonder that a Vote of the Houſe of 
Commons ſhould pronounce this trade infamous; 
it is only ſurprizing that ſuch a vote did not paſs 
ſooner, and that having paſſed, it ſhould be iu 
effect reſcinded ; or that the other branches of the 
Legiſlature ſhould heſitate to aboliſh a trade, which 
is acknowledged to be infamous! For, as the pious 
Clergyman, juſt quoted, juſtly obſerves, - © While 
we are delaying, from year to year, to put a ſtop to 
our part of it, the blood of many thouſands of our 
helpleſs, much injured fellow creatures, with the 
heavy groans of many thouſands more, torn from 
their neareſt relatives, connexions and native land, 
is crying againſt us” for vengeance, a vengeance 
which no human counſels or efforts can prevent 
from falling upon us, while ſuch national injuſtice, 
oppreſhon and cruelty, is ſuffered to proceed un- 
refermed. 


I 
reformed. In this point alſo, chriſtians altho' we 
are called, we exceed in wickedneſs all the heathen 
nations that ever exiſted upon the earth ; none of 
which did ever carry on a ſimilar traffic to any ſuch 
extent. They did indeed buy and ſell the captives 
taken in war, and thoſe born in ſlavery, but they 
never reſorted, in fleets of ſhips; to the Coaſt of a 
Continent or Iſland, with a view to purchaſe or 
ſeize, by force or fraud, the bodies of their fellow 
creatures, and drag them into ſlavery to remote 
Countries and diſtant Climes. Methinks the bare 
thought of this unprecedented and unparalleled 
iniquity, committed by perſons profeſſing to be the 
diſciples of Chriſt, is enough to chill one's blood, 
and fill one's foul with horror. Nor do I ſee what 
can prevent the perſons concerned in it from trem- 
bling under an apprehenſion of the execution of 
divine vengeance upon them, but either want of 
reflection, or a perſuaſion that all things are left to 
chance, and that there is no God that judgeth the 
earth, I ſhall only add here, that as the ſubject 
has been taken up of late years and fully inveſti- 
gated, and all the enormities of the infernal trafhc 
brought to light, and repeatedly ſet in a clear point 
.of view, our continuance in this diabolical, public 
robbery and murder, has a degree of guilt in it, it 
had not in. former years, and a guilt which no re- 
gulations that are or can be made, can any more 
palliate or excuſe, than laws or rules to regulate the 
time or manner of committing theft or murder, 
can remove or leſſen the guilt of theſe enormous 
crimes. 

4. And, after having called your attention to 
ſuch a glaring proof of our injuſtice, as a nation, 
and of conſequence want of love to our fellow- 
creatures, it would be perfectly ſuperfluous to ſay 
any thing concerning our want of love to our Ce- 
ater, For it is well known, If a man ſay, I love 
Gop, and hateth, that is, does not love, his brother, 
his fellow creature, every child of man, he is a = 2 
N or 
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for he that leveth not his Lrother whom he hath ſeen, 


haw can he lode Gop whem he hath not ſcen? (1 John 
iv. 20.) Indeed unleſs the love of money, and of 
honour, and of pleaſure, that is the love of the 
world, in expreſs contradiction to St. John, be the 
love of Gop, it is too evident that, as a nation, 
we love him not. And how ſhould we love him, 
when the only ſource, from whence the ſtream of 
divine love can flow, is not opened in our fouls ? 
As a people we have not faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and in the important truths of his everlaſting 
Goſpel. There may indeed be thouſands and tens 


of thouſands among us who pay a careleſs and lan- 
guid aſſent to the doctrines of the Goſpel in general 


and the truth of Chriſtianity in particular, if we 
can be ſaid to aſſent to what we do not underſtand : 
but if faith without works is dead; if ns faith availeth 
but that which worketh by love, and makes a man a 
new Creature, (Gal. v. 6, and vi. 15) it is evident, 
by the conduct of the generality of the inhabitants 
of this land, that the true, chriſtian, ſaving faith, 
ſet forth in the Holy Scriptures and in the Articles, 
Homilies, nay, and in the whole ſervice of our . 
8 is neither poſſeſſed nor ſought after by 
them. 

5. Indeed I might go a great deal further here. 
I might ſpeak of our flat denial of and avowed op- 
poſition to ſome of the leading doctrines of our holy 
religion, as ny are evidently revealed in the ſacred 
Scriptures, ſuch as the Depravity of human nature, 
the Deity and Atonement of Chriſt, Juſtiſication by 
faith in him, and Regeneration by the influence of 
the Divine Spirit, together with the Immortality of 
the ſeul, the Reſurrection of the body, and a future 
ſtate of rewards and puniſhments. The Writings 
circulated among us of late years, leave us no room 
to doubt, but that the leaven of Socinianiſm, very 
ſimilar to that of ancient Sadduceiſm, is already 
diffuſed extenſively in England as well as in Scot- 
land, and that fidelity in all its branches, as De:ſm, 

| Materialiſm, 


Materialiſm, nay, and even Atheiſm, is working 
powerfully, in this Ifland, as well as upon the 
Continent. But as I do not addreſs perſons of this 
_ deſcription, I forbear to enlarge. © 

6. It appears, then, that altho* we have been 
dedicated to Gop in baptiſm, we have, as a nation, 
paid but little regard to two branches of our ba 
tiſmal vow. We have neither “ believed all the 
Articles of the Chriſtian faith,” nor kept God's 


holy will and commandments.” But have we at- 


tended to the other branch of that Vow? Have 
we renounced the Devil and all his works, the 
pomps and vanities of this preſent world, and all 
the ſinful luſts of the fleſh ?”? Alas ! my brethren, 
J fear we have not ſo much as attempted or profeſſed 
to do it. On the contrary, if pride, ſelf-will, diſ- 
content, anger, malice, envy, hatred, ambition, 
contention, ſtrife, animoſity, quarrelling, duelling, 
herefies and ſchiſms in the Church, and ſeditions 
againſt the State ;—if theſe be works of the Devil, 
his works have been done from one end of the land 
to the other. And as to the Pomps and Vanities of 
this preſent evil world, I may venture to fay, that 
a fondneſs for and an eagerneſs after them, was not 
carried to a greater extent in any of the ancient 
heathen Empires, than it is in this Country, at this 
day. We alſo equal, if not exceed them, in gra- 
tifying moſt of the ſinful luſts of the fleſh, parti- 
cularly gluttony, drunkenneſs, and lewdneſs. If 
fornication was more commonly practiſed in ſome 
of thoſe nations, yet, it ſeems, adultery was not, 
with other worſe than beaſtly and deſtructive vices. 
Accordingly Gop has chaſtiſed theſe later ages and 
Chriſtian countries, ſo called, with a terrible and 
deſtructive diſorder, termed the bad diſorder, by way of 
eminence, the fruit of this horrible abuſe of the body, 
unknown, I think, in former ages and generations. 
7. But to turn our eyes from this horrid ſpec- 
tacle of human woe, and leave theſe adorers of the 
heathen Venus, in a Chriſtian Country, theſe Vo- 
taries of pleaſure, to * excruciating pain, to carry” 
1 about 
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about with them the marks of Gop's vengeance 
upon their ſin, while they receive in their own bodies 
that recompence of their error which is meet, and waſte 
away and rot above ground ;—let us attend to our 
abuſe of other gifts of our ſupreme and gracious 
Benefactor. Notice has been taken of our fa- 
yourable climate, fertile ſoil, excellent ſituation for 
commerce, cur fleets and merchandize, with the 
wealth that has flowed in upon us from theſe quar- 
ters, our admirable conſtitution of Government, 
and the dignity and power this has given us amidit 
ſurrounding nations. Now the fruit naturally to 
be expected from hence was humility and gratitude, 
ariſing from a conviction that this good land and 
theſe great advantages, were not given us for our 
righteouſneſs ; together with temperance, Gee; 
induſtry, liberality, bounty to perſons in diſtreſs, and 
the uſe of our power and influence with other 
nations, in behalf of ſuffering humanity in all parts 
of the globe. We ought to have interfered, where 
we could, to correct abuſes, relieve oppreſſions, 
rectify wrongs, and lighten the load of human 
woe in all climes to which our lawful commerce, 
juſt claims, neceſſary defence, or zeal to ſpread the 
truth of the everlaſting Goſpel, and to gain or 
diffuſe the knowledge of improving Sciences or 
uſeful Arts, might carry us. But alas ! inſtead of 
theſe pleaſant and delicious fruits, ſo reaſonably to 
be expected and ſo much to be defired, behold the 
poiſonous berries of pride and ingratitude, luxury 
and ſelf-indulgence, prodigality and profaneneſs, 
diſſipation, gambling, and a fondneſs for all kinds 
of faſhionable amuſements ; while our iu] ſitu- 
ation, our Fleets and our well-poifed form of Ge- 
vernment, and excellent Laws, which under Gop, 
have contributed ſo much to our protection and 
| ſafety, have been made the ground of our confi- 
dence, and the ſubjects of our boaſting, from day 
to day. At the ſame time others, inſenſible of 
their cdl gations to the Government they live un- 
der, and of the many bleſſings they enjoy conti- 
; "6 nually, 
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nually, have been full of murmurings and com- 
Plainings againſt it, and unwearied in their efforts 
to effeCt its ruin and deſtruction. And as to the 
Laws, reaſonable and excellent as they in general 
are, they have not ceaſed to be violated either 
ſecretly or openly by thouſands and myriads, when- 
ever they could perſuade themſelves that theſe 
violations would not be diſcovered, or would paſs 
unpuniſhed. I might inſtance in the forgeries, 
frauds, thefts, robberies, and murders, that are 
continually perpetrated in town and country, and 
which no vigilance of the civil Magiſtrate, and his 


officers, is able to prevent; not to mention the 


conitant practice of ſmuggling in Sea-Port Towns, 
and in divers other parts of the kingdom, to the 
great 3 the Revenue and of the Community 
at large. o proceed, ; 
8. Has the Lord gathered the ſtones out of his 
Vineyard? Has he taken away theſe grand hin- 
drances of fruitfulneſs, which rendered this Country 
barren in former ages? Has he removed the ig- 
norance, ſuperſtition, will-worſhip, and idolatry of 
the Church of Rome ? Surely then, it was rea- 
ſonable to expect, that being delivered from idle 
ceremonies, human traditions, and all the empty 
parade and foppery under which ignorant or de- 
ſigning men had buried the ſimple and artleſs reli- 
= of Jeſus, and bound the Conſciences of their 

ellow-Creatures, we ſhould attend to and purſue 


genuine and vital Chriſtianity, true godlineſs and 


righteouſneſs. But alas ! inſtead of this, we have 
only made a tranſition, as ſtrange as it was unex- 
pected, from the extreme of ſuperſtition to the ex- 
treme of irre/igz9m. And from the folly and idolatry 
of worſhipping our Fellw-Creatures, or even the 


work of our own hands, and from being aſtoniſhed, - 


as the Prophet ſpeaks, at the figns of the heathen, we 
- have gone over to the neglect even of the worſhip 
of our Creator, the lighting of his wonderful works, 
and treating with irreverence that great myſtery of 
Godlineſs, God manifeſted in the fleſh, with all the 
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ſtupendous miracles performed to convince us of 
the reality, and awaken our minds to a ſenſe of the 
amportance of it. | 

9. Further. Has he given us civil and religious 
liberty, and that in a degree as great, perhaps, as is 
poſſible to be enjoyed in this diſordered ſtate of 
things! The proper and genuine fruit to be looked 
for trom hence was, that we ſhould have made a 
wife and moderate uſe of this liberty, as the Ser- 
vants of Gop. But, inſtead of this, behold we 
have brought forth J:centioufneſs, in every poſſible 
form! While not a few, uſing their liberty as a 
cloak of maliciouſneſs, have not ceaſed to employ 
their tongues and pens, in favour of new Schemes 
and equalizing Plans, which would evidently ſub- 
vert all focial order, and introduce anarchy and 
confuſion. Others have multiplied Opinions, 
modes of worthip, parties, and diviſions without 
end. Whence have ariſen animoſity, ſtrife, con- 
tention, variance, hatred, and even ill-will, among 
the profeſſed followers of the humble, meck, and 
benevolent Jeſus. | | 

10. Gop, I remarked, has planted his Vineyard 
with the choiceſt Vine. He has given us his Word 
in general, and the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in particular, Now ſurely, conſidering the vaſt 
importance of the matters revealed in it, it might 
have been reaſonably expected, that we ſhould have 
feriouſly enquired into the evidence whereby its 
claim of being a revelation from Gop is ſupported ; 
and that, being ſatisfied on this head, we ſhould 
have made it the ſubject of our chief ſtudy and de- 
light, from day-to day. But, behold ! the very 
reverſe is obvious to all! The evidences of the 
truth of Chriſtianity are not inquired into by one 
in five hundred ; but the generality of our country- 
men either careleſsly take for granted that the Scrip- 
tures are true, on the ſame principles on Which Ma- 
hommedans believe the Coran; or, it is preſumed, 
on the ſlighteſt examination, or rather on no exa- 
mination at all, that they are e. And _ 

with 
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with regard to thoſe of a different character, who 
are at the pains to enquire into the ſubject, and are 
fully ſatisfied as to the authenticity of the divine 
Oracles, too many of them pay little or no atten- 
tion to them. They ſeldom or never peruſe them, 
and therefore do not even underſtand them, much 
leſs do they lay to heart their important contents, 
ſo as either to experience or practiſe the holy and 
bleſſed religion they ſo clearly and forcibly deli- 
neate. Nay, it is to. be feared, that the bulk of 
the inhabitants of this Country, whether rich or 
poor, high or low, young or old, of all ranks and 
profeſſions, do ſtil] reje& the Counſel of Gop againſt 
themſelves. Now this is ſo great a crime, and is 
wont to be ſo ſeverely — by him who de- 
clares, Jhis is the condemnation that ligbt is come into 
the world, and men I1ve darkneſs rather than light, 
becauſe their deeds are evil, that I might well ſtop 
here, and add no more on the ſubject of the weld 
grapes, which the Vineyard has brought forth; this 
one thing, were there nothing elſe, being ſufficient 
to give us reaſon to apprehend the moſt awful 
conſequences. Nevertheleſs, I ſhall ſubjoin a re- 
mark or two more, reſpecting our abuſe of ſome 
other advantages. | 

11. As Gop had built a Tower in his Vineyard 
of old, had furniſhed his ancient people with a 
ſtately Temple; ſo it has been obſerved, that he 
has ſupplied us with Churches, Chapels, and places 
of worthip, of different kinds, in abundance, and 
made an ample proviſion, in Tithes and Offerings, 
in Curacies, Vicarages, Rectories, Prebendaries, 
Deaneries, Arch-deaconries, Biſhopricks, Arch- 
Biſhopricks, and numberleſs emoluments, which 
I cannot name, for the maintenance of thoſe that 
miniſter in holy things. Now the fruit to be ex- 
pected from all this was, that the people ſhould be 
well inſtructed in divine things, and the only living 
and true Gor worſhipped, from one end of the 
land to the other. But alas! while the Churches 
and Chapels, in many parts of the kingdom, have 
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ſtood unfrequented, and Gop's worſhip and ordi- 


nances have been flighted, we have had to ſtand: 
aſtoniſhed at and deplore an abomination of the 
worſt kind, a robbery and facrilege, unprecedented 
in ancient times, or among heathen nations. The 
donations of our Anceitors to the beſt of cauſes, 
and the proviſion they have gereroufly and picuſly 
made, for the maintenance of divine worſhip, and 
the illumination and falvation of the nation, has 
been and frequently is proſtituted to the worſt 
purpoſe under heaven, to the diffuſion of ignorance 
and vice, of profligacy and diſſipation ; that is, to 
the ſervice of the Devil, and the intereſts of Hell. 
It has been, and is it not yet ? frequently conſumed 
in Plap-houſes, Aſembly-rooms and IW/atering-flaces, 
at Balls, Maſquerades, Horſe-races, Gaming-tables, at 
Cards and Dice, if not alſo even in houſes of ill 
fame? And in the day in which the Lord of Hoſts 
aid call fer weeping and mourning, and girding with 
ſaclelothᷣ; behold, joy and e e. eating fieſh and 
drinking wine. Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow 
toe die. And have we not reaſon to fear, leſt the 
Lord ſhould pronounce concerning us, as he did 
concerning the Jews, in ſimilar circumſtances of 
guilt and infatuation : Surely this iniquity ſhall not be 
purged away till ye die, go Jehovab, God of Hoſts ? 
12. But what wonder that we abuſe the boun 
of man, when we trample under foot the loving- 
kindneſs of Gop ? Did the Lord dig a Vine-preſs 
in his Vineyard of old? Did he furnith his an- 
cient Church with an Altar, on. which Sacrifices 
of Atonement were offered? He has provided 
for us the ſacrifice of his Son, and has freely offered 
us the remiſſion of all our ſins, thro? that Sacrifice. 
And what is the fruit one might juſtly look for ?: 
Certainly an humble dependance on that Sacrifice, for 
pardon and reconciliation with Gop, with a than#ful 
and devout remembrance of his dying love, in a re- 
gular attendance on the means appointed for the 
commemoration of it. But ſtrange to tell ! While 
the Lord's-Supper is generally moſt ſhamefully 
1 neglected, 
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neglected, and myriads of perſons in this Chriſtian 


Country, ſo called, never attend that folemn Or- 
dinance of Gop ; multitudes, that are more ſeri- 
oully diſpoſed, depend for acceptance on their own 
works, inſtead of the atonement made by Chriſt, 
while not a few deny that he made any atonement 
at all; thus trampling under foot the Son of Gon, 
counting the bland of the Covenant a common thing, the 
ſame as the blood of any Martyr, and doing deſpite 
to the Spirit of grace. WE 

13. Once more, and I have done with theſe 
poiſonous and bitter fruits. The Vineyard has 
been digged and pruned, and the heavens have rained 
a moſt gracious rain upon it. The Servants of Gop, 
of various denominations, have taken infinite pains 
to cultivate the Vineyard, and render it fruitful, 
while Gop has, in a moiſt wonderful manner, 
poured out his Spirit, and wrought an amazing 
work in the land. Thouſands and myriads have 
been reformed in their lives, nay, and renewed in 
their hearts. The drunkards have become ſober, 
the lewd chaſte, the thieves honeſt, the profane 
devout, the proud humble, the paſſionate meek, 
the covetous liberal, the prodigal frugal, the idle 
induſtrious, the carnal ſpiritual, and the lovers of 
the world lovers of Gop. Inftances innumerable 
of this reformation have appeared in this nation, 
and are eſpecially to be found in the more populous 
parts of it, as in the Vet of Yorkfhrre, and the Ea 
of Lancaſhire and Cheſhire, in divers parts of Staf- 
fordſhire, Warwickſhire, and Worceſterſhire, in the 
neighbourhood of Newcaſtle upon Tyne and Sun- 
derland, in Cornwall, and in almoſt all the large 
Cities and Towns in the kingdom. Now, in what 
light has this evident and undeniable work of Gon 
been conſidered, by the bulk of the inhabitants of 
this Country ? Has his hand been acknowledged 
to be in it, and his operation revered and regarded ? 
By no means. This renewal of men's ſouls after 
the l. nage of God, and this reformation. of their 
manners, has been repreſented as E e 04 
Ry e 
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the ſubjects of this evident change, Enthufiafts. 
Nay, if a perſon has manifeſted a degree of ſeri- 
ouſneſs and concern about eternal things, greater 
than appeared in his neighbours; if he has broke 
off bis ſins by repentance, and begun to call upon the 
name of the Lord, in his family and in private ; if 
he has regularly attended public worthip, in the 
eltablithed Church, or elſewhere, and approached 
the table of the Lord at all opportunities ; and ef- 
pecially, if, added to all this, he has ſeparated 
himſelf from the ungodly, made it his care to ſhun 
the appearance of evil, and to practiſe univerſal 
godlineſs and righteouſneſs ; he has inſtantly had 
the laugh, or the ſcorn, of the neighbourhood upon 
him. He has been derided, inſulted, and perſe- 
cuted. All manner of evil has been faid of him 
falſely ; and, if he has eſcaped without ſuffering in 
his property and perſon, as well as in his character, 
he has had more cauſe to be thankful to Gop, for 
the mild Government he lives under, than for the 
candour or good-will, yea, or the juſtice of his 
tellow-ſubjects. Thus, as of old, (fee Iſai. lix. 15) 
He that hath departed from evil hath made himſeif a 
prey, and the Lord hath ſeen it, and it hath diſyleaſed 
bim. And now, how juſtiy may he ſpeak>again, as 
he did formerly, Bebold ye deſpiſers, and wonder, and 
periſh. For, behold I work a work in your days, a work 
which ye ꝛuill not believe, tho a man declare it unto you. 

III. This brings me to the third and laſt par- 
ticular, which is, to call your attention to the Ce- 
guences we have reaſon to apprehend, if we {till con- 
tinue to bring forth this poiſonous and bitter fruit. 

1. On this head I ſhall ſay but little. Indeed, 
it would be very painful to myſelf, and unpleaſing 
to you, for me to enlarge. Nor is it neceſſary I 
ſhould. All that believe the Holy Scriptures, and 
acknowledge Gon to be the ſame ye/terday, to-day, 
and for ever, and that are at all acquainted with our 
complieated and aggravated wickedneſs, muſt ſee 
that our ruin, as a nation, is inevitable, if we pro- 
ceed on in this courſe. No wiſdom in counſel, 
| or 
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or bravery in execution, can poſſibly ſave us. The 
holy, juſt, and ſin-avenging Gop, the ſupreme Governor 
of the world, and righteous Judge of the human 


race: the rectiſier of wrongs, and the puniſber of 


oppreſſions, muſt viſit for ts things, and be avenged 
on ſuch a nation as this. e is no reſpecter of perſons, 
and cannot, ſurely, be expected to exerciſe more 
lenity towards us than he did towards the tribes of 
Jacob. Our Crimes have reſembled theirs, and 
ſo muſt our puniſhments. Ee muſt take away our 
Hedge of ſeparation, that we may be eaten up by 
Atheiſts, Deiſis, and other Infideis ; and muſt break 
down our Wall of defence, that we may be trodden 
down of our implacabie and malicious enemies. 
He muſt lay us waſte, in Church and State; muſt 
remove both our civil and religious liberty, and 
polity; that we may no longer retain the form of 
a Nation, or a Church. He mult appoint that we 
be no more pruned nor digged, and that there may 
come up briars and thorns. And he mult alſo com- 
mand the Clouds, that they rain no more rain upon us. 
All this, as we have ſeen, in his juſt judgment, is 
come upon his favourite people of old; and what 
are we, that we ſhould have reaſon to expect milder 
treatment? Surely, if it had been poſſible for him 
to be partial, and to cennive at fin in any people, 
he would have done it with reſpect to the poſterity 
of Abraham, his friend; a nation he had fo greatly 
bleſſed and diſtinguiſhed, as his peculiar people, for 
many ages. But far, very far from it! The 
greater their privileges were, the greater was their 
guilt in the abuſe of them, and the more /zgnal and 
dreadful their deſtruction when it came. What 
was faid of Capernaum, and ſome of the other 
Cities, was true of them all. The more they were 
exalted to heaven, in advantages of all kinds ; the 
deeper they. ſunk down to Hell, in the puniſhment 
and miſery that befel them. And certainly we, 
who have ſo nearly reſembled them, both in the 
bleſſings beſtowed on us, and in our abuſe of thoſe 
bleſſings, have reaſon to dread a ſunilar retribution, 
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2. That I am not fingular in theſe apprehenſions 
of danger, I ſhal! ſhew you by two quotations, 
from names of juſtly admired and high authority. 
Biſhop Newton, whoſe three Volumes on the 
Prophecies, have gained him univerſal and deſerved 
reſpect from the wiſe and good of all denomina- 
tions, ſpeaks as follows, (Page 239, Vol. II.) „1 
would not preſage ill to my Country ; but when 
we conſider the many heinous and preſumptuous 
fins of this Nation; the licentiouſneſs and violation 
of all order and diſcipline ; the daring infolence of 
Robbers and Smugglers, in open defiance of all 
law and juſtice ; the factions and diviſions ; the 
venality and corruption ; the avarice and profuſion, 
of all ranks and degrees among us ; the total want 
of public ſpirit, and ardent paſſion for private ends 
and intereſts ; the luxury and gaming, and diſſo- 
luteneſs, in high life; and the lazineſs and drunk- 
enneſs, and debauchery, in low life; and, above 
all, that barefaced ridicule of all virtue and de- 
cency; and that ſcandalous neglect, and I wiſh 1 
could not ſay contempt of all public worſhip and 
religion: When we conſider theſe things, the figns 
of the times, the ſtouteſt and moſt ſanguine of us all 
muit tremble, at the natural and probable conſe- 
quences of them. Gop give us grace, that we 
may #now at leaſt, in this our day, the things which 
belong unto our peace, before they are hid from our eyes. 
Never may ſuch blindneſs happen to us as befel 
the Jews : but may we ſeek the Lord while he may 
be fund, and call upon him while he is near; and 
return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon us, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” 

3. Such were Biſhop Newton's views of the ſtate 
of things in this Country, forty or fifty years ago. 
I fear they are not much mended fince that time. 
It is true, many thouſands have been turned to 
Gon, by the preaching of his Word : but never- 
theleſs, ſtill the bulk of the nation lies in wickedneſs ; 
and, conſidering its abuſe of Goſpel light and of 
great privileges, is undoubtedly more guilty than 
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it was half a Century ago. Add to this, that in- 
fidelity, profaneneſs, diſiipation, luxury, lewdneſs, 
and every ſpecies of wickedneis, has, in all proba- 


bility, advanced to a much greater height fince 
that period. One thing is certain; that proud, 


refractory, licentious, and levelling ſpirit, which 
will brook no ſubordination, and can bear no re- 


- ftraint or control, and which has of late ſurpaſſed. 


all bounds, and deluged Europe in blood, had 
hardly then made its appearance. Judge then 
what the Biſhop would have thought had he I:ved 
now, and been a ſpectator of the preſent ſcenes. 
Indeed, his predictions have been partly fulfilled 


already. The- American-War, with the loſs of 
that large part of our Empire, the diſtreſſed ſitua- 
tion of Ireland, and the various calamities we have 


ſuffered ſince the prefent convulſions took place in 
Europe; are, at leaſt, a partial fultilment of them. 
Biſhop Horne's Writings are of a later date ; and, 
from the view he had of our increaſing profligacy, 
he was yet more apprehenſive of our approaching 
ruin. If you behold a Nation,” ſays he, (page 
162 ot his Sixteen Sermons) ** diſtinguiſhed by ir- 
religion, and contempt of things ſacred ; by licen- 
tiouſneſs, faction, luxury, diffipation, and effemi- 


nacy; be aſſured that, without a reformation and 
return to firſt principles, the conqueſt of that nation, 


by ſome other, is becoming more and more feaſible 
every day ; the ſame vices, which provoke divine 
vengeance, preparing the way for its execution.— 
Every man, who has the proſperity of his Count 

at heart, ſhould very ſeriouſly conſider how far theſe 
tokens are to be found upon ourſelves ; and what 
can be done to prevent the farther ſpreading of the 


infection; and to eradicate the ſeeds of the diſorder.“ 


4. It would be well indeed, and certainly one 
token for good, were we, in general, diſpoſed to 
do. this. But alas! it is a moſt unfavourable 
ſymptom in our caſe, that we are inſenſible of our 
danger, and unconcerned about putting away the 
cauſes of it, Nay, we turn our eyes from the true 
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cauſes of our ſufferings, which are our int, and 
employ them in ſearching for others, which would 
leave us innocent, and throw the whole blame of 
all our Calamities upon our Rulers. In the mean 
time, our wickedneſs increaſes, and continues to 
bring its own puniſhment along with it. This 
muſt be the caſe, becauſe the Judge of all the Earth 
will do right. If he will not held an individual 
guiltleſs that taketh his name in vain, will he acquit 
a whole people, devoted to profane and falſe ſwear- 
ing, curſing, and blaſphemy. And if Ged ſpared 
not the Angels that ſinned, but caft them down to Hell, 
and delivered them into chains of darkneſs, to be reſerved 
unto Judgment; and ſpared not the old world, nor the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, who had given themſelves 
over to fornication and went after ſtrange face but 
condemned them with an overthrow, and ſet them forth 
as an example to thoſe that ſhould live ungodly, ſuffering 
the vengeance of eternal fire ; will he ſpare thoſe 
among us who are daily guilty of ſimilar crimes ? 
who walk after the fleſh in the luſt of uncleanneſs, and 
count it pleaſure to riot in the day-time, ſpets and ble= 
miſbes, ſporting themſelves with their eon deceivings, 
Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot ceaſe from 
fm, beguiling —_— fouls S thoſe who, when they 
Speak great fwelling words of vanity, allure thro" the 
luſfts of the fleſh, in much wantonneſs, theſe that had 
eſcaped from ſuch as live in error: who are murmurers 
alſo, and complainers, walking after their exon deſires, 
filthy dreamers, defling the fleſh, deſpiſing gevernment 
and dominion, preſumptucus, ſelf-willed, and not afraid 
10 ſpeak evil of dignities, ſpeaking evil of the things 
they knew not ; and what they know naturally, as 
brute-beaſts, even in theſe corrupting themſelves : clouds 
without water, carried about of winds ; trees whoſe 
fruit withereth, witheut fruit, twice dead, plucked up 
by the roots ; raging waves of the Sea, foaming out 
their ctun ſhame ; ſome of whom alſo are wandering 
flars, that is, falſe teachers, propagators of infi- 
delity and blaſphemy, who privily bring in damnable 
berefies, and deny the Lord that bought them * 


1 
the Lord, I fay, ſtill bear with ſuch, or with a 
nation where they abound ? Surely; he will not. 
They are bringing upon themſelves, as both St. Peter 
and St. Jude bear witneſs, ſtuiſt deſtruftion, and for 
them is reſerved the blackneſs of * darkneſs for ever., 
For, as Enoch of old propheſied, and as was in part. 
accompliſhed in the deſtruction of the old world, 
and has often been accompliſhed ſince in the deſo- 
lation and ruin of ungodly nations, eſpecially - of: 
the Jews, firſt by the Chaldeans, and again, a ſe- 
cond time, by the Romans, Behold the Ford cometh 
with ten x of his ſaints, to execute judgment upon 
all, and to convince all that are ungadly among: them r 
their ungodly deeds,” which they have ungodly committed, 
and of all their hard ſpeeches, which | ungodly ſinners 
bave ſpoken againſt him. And, as St. Peter declares, 
to this day of national or general Judgment, they 
are-reſerved to be puniſhed... ., ©} -:1; 3 
5. Go to now then, ye rich men, luxurious and 
oppreſſive, weep and howl: for the miſeries, which; if 
your ſpeedy repentance prevent not,. ſhall come upon 
you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are 
moth-eaten, your gold and ſilver. is cankered,, and the 
ruft of them” ſhall be a_ witneſs againſt you, and ſhall 
eat your fleſh as it were fire : Ye have heaped treaſure 
together for the . laſt days. Behald the hire of your 
labourers, eſpecially the, poor Negroes, that have 
planted your Sugar and.your Cotton, which 1s of 
you hept back by fraud and injuſtice, and the cries of 
them, torn from their dear relations and connections 
in life, and dragged into ſlavery, and ſmarting and 
dying, under the cruel laſhes of your whips, and 
the iron rod, of your oppreſſions, have entered into 
the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.— Ye have lived in 
-pleaſure on the. earth, and been wantaen. Ye have 
 nourifhed your hearts as in the day of ſlaughter. 77 
' have Killed and condemned the innocent, and be did not, 
could not, reſt you. And now what remains but 
that you ſhould. hear the Lord. i@y; Vengeance is mine, 
# will recompence ; and that yaw ſhauld find it to be 
= fearful thing to fall into 8 hands of the living * 
„ * "E& 
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Ii is true he has offered, © om one end of 
and called us 10 repentahce, end of the 
hnd to another. Tarn 2 F ng been hi 


my oe Nen 3 Fes fo 9 Ret 


4 re in the death of h n dt; wy 
fare pager 5 e. Naga hitherta he has 
called in vain. As a Nation, we have refuſed to 
zeturn, and thus have xeje&cd the counſel of Gon 
8 And this is the moſt a; 


— Fu ns been 8 
t we haue loved. darkneſs, r, — 2 than 
a e 1 were un- 


Bade to the "Bio wy v 

this ſubject; nay, the 2 —.— * 
10 have been written, firſt, with a view ta convince 
the Jews of the truth and excellency of the Goſpel; 
and ſecondſy, to ſhew the dreadful. a of 
rejecring it, or apoſtatizing from it. 

I refer to, are the following. The Apoie (chap. .) 
having declared the lorious character and high 
Fend of the Son of infers, (chap. ii. 1) that 
10 s give - more earneſt. heed to the things we 
| any time tus ſhauld let them ſlip. : 


= ſays he, 7740. — ken by. Angels was fteafaſjh, 


and every tranſgre/ſun diſobedience receiued a ti 
E 2 Fay pany toe neg 25 
great akuation ; which, at the firſt, _ to be ſpokes 
9 the ord, 4 coat confirmed unto us 
d him. God alſo bearing witneſs, with: ff; fe 'and 
wwonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, according to bit own will. Another paſſage 
is in the 12th chapter. See, (ſays he, verſe 25) that 
2 ro net im f, Je, if by ge 


enn But , 
10 
ONCE more A aprons 8 
The Apoſtle evidently 
en with an audib e row beoye. 
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require. it . bim. N 
Acts, ui * interpreted of S 
fustion which e 
3 him, The oha — 


is very ſimilan to thoſe alread 


puniſhed with N 
e o/e. ye, (adds the | 
Os 2 hath: trodden, — fd the:-Sow 
of indy . and 15 counted the blaad of the Cœuenant 4 
—— thing, (ſo it is in the Original) and bath-dene 
diſpite to the Spirit. f grace? Far, we: know him that 
hath ſaid, Vengeance belongeth;ta-nx,. J will res 
faith the. Bade And again, the Lord ſball judge. kis 


People. It it a I thing. te. fall into the: bands 
Sg” living, Gad. HE ee 7 


Theſe awful declarations and threatenings of 
God's holy word leave to the ſerious conſideration 


of thoſe of my Countrymen, who prove by their 
conduct, that they have not yet:abeyed the 

May the Lord incline and enable them to lay them 
to heart, before it be for ever too late! And I 
ſhall conclude by obſerving, that, bleſſed be Gon, 
amidſt this general profligacy * 8 we 


ka 


kave; at Jeaſt, one token for good. The Lord has: 
among us a praying renimant, who have either 
been pure, or have eſcaped from the 
general corruption. Theſe Ares the læuing-lind- 
—— of the Lord, and the praiſes of the Lord, according. 
to all-that the Lord hath be Pay on us, and his great 
goodneſs-taward the Britiſh Nation, according to hin 
mercies, and according to the multitude of bis — 
kindneſſes. For he ſaid, Surely they are my. people, 
children'that will not lie : ſo he was bur Saviour. : tn 
all our affliftien be was afflicted, and the Angel. of his 
* ug. But we rebelled; and Chor. his Holy. 
:" "therefore, he iwas nmel to be our. encmey;, and. 
2 againſt us. Iben he remembered the days old, 
the Martyrs and his people, ſaying, I} here is he that. 
reſcued them from i latry and ſu „ rere that 
pit Spirit within tbem? Cabin led them by his right. 
band, i make himſelf a glorious name ? This praying 
remnant, knowing that he is the ſame yeſterday, 
to-day, and for ever, and that his arm ts not ſhortened | 
that it cannot fave, or his ear heavy that it cannot hear, 
rejoice and work e remember bim in his 
2ways-; yea, they fir t ef up, in this time of 
national danger, ts take hold en him, and that both for 
themſelves and for their Country. And, inaſmuch 
as the eyes of the Lord are over the rightrods, and his 
ears are open to their prayers, we are. not without 
hope that the Lord will yet hear and anſwer, and 
work out deliverance for us, as he has hitherta 
done, and ſpare. the land for the righteous ſake 
May he grant it, for the glory of. his great name, 
that when the Infidels infultingly demand, here 
us now your God ? we may be 1 to reply, Lo! thit 
it our G, we have "waited" for him, and he bath 
Javed ws 1: This is Tehovah, we have waited for 
hin; ue toll be gla and rejoice i in his Saluation I 
erg 1 1 ARG dad 
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